
Good morning,

I am writing you to request that you please support S8107, allowing independent K-8 School
Districts to have the opportunity to vote on adding a High School.

Over the last decade I have read about overcrowded schools and high student to teacher
ratios, all the while watching young men and women from Lockwood drop out of high school
at a higher rate than any other group. Despite the diverse socioeconomic backgrounds of
Lockwood's students, they continue to excel in math and reading scores versus their peers.

Wouldn't giving existing independent elementary districts an opportunityto vote on taxing
themselves to provide a new high school help solve the overcrowding and high student to
teacher ratio in SD#2?

Also, wouldn't it make more sense to keep these young, growing minds that are already
excelling within Lockwood's K-8 district an opportunity to stay in their own community and
continue down a familiar, established, and proven path of success?

This isn't about funding, this is about education and doing what is right to ensure that the
future leaders of our country have an equal opportunity to receive the education that they
deserve so they can succeed in life.

Please support S8107.

Thank you,
Nic Talmark
Lockwood, MT



We deserve the right to make up own minds about ourtelves, our kids and our community.

Whenever the question "Why do you wont Loclcwood students in the Bittings schools?' is asked to those
opposed to the idea of our school district expanding the answer invariably ooncerns money. The Billings
Public Schools are concerned with the dollars those students represent. Whenever the same question is
asked of those of us in Lockwood who favor the idea of educating our own students, the answer is about
our kids and how can we best serve them. Money is not the primary issue-ourhmilies and community
are. Please don't consider high school students from Lockwood as a commodity.

Money is, certainly, something that must be considered by allthose affected. In fact, if Lockwood
people are granted the right to vote for a high school or not, all should realize that Lockwood taxpayers
would end up paying much more than Billings taxpayers or anyone else. High Schools aren't cheap. Any
future vote would have to be a consideration of a cost/benefit analysis-"Are we witling to poy for the
responsibility of teaching aur own kidsT'

Lockwood School Dist. 26 is regarded by many as outstanding. Many people move to Lockwood so their
children can attend our schools and many more request out-of-district placement. (Unfortunately, we
must say "no" to many since we don't wish to exceed class size accreditation standards). We are proud
of what we do for ourselves with the resources we have. In addition to the excellent education we strive
to provide each and every student, for years we have done many things above and beyond the basic
requirements of a Montana K-8 district. For example, we implemented a limited early education
program, we house the local Boys and Girls Cub and we have seatbelts for all of our students riding our
buses-just to name a few very meaningful extras we provide for our students, their families and our
community.

Our schools are the very core of the Lockwood community. lt is available to manyvarious community
groups and has a strong history of outreach to allof Lockwood. Certainly, our 1200 K-8 students benefit
from Lockwood School Dist. 26 but the 8,000+ citizens who make Lockwood their home do as well.
Additionally, the extensive commercial, industrial and business interests in our community have a
reputation for being very supportive of our schools and would definitely be involved in future decision
making. A well-educated workforce is crucial to them.

We deserve the right to make up our own minds about ounsehes, our kids and our community.

Don Reed, Trustee

Lockwood School Dist. 26
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